Spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma: report of a case.
The widespread use of ultrasound in screening programmes for chronic liver disease has led to early diagnosis of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), and to the observation of some cases of tumour spontaneous regression. This is a rare event whose underlying mechanism is still unclear. We present here a case of spontaneous regression of HCC in a 71-year-old woman with chronic hepatitis and discuss possible aetiologies. None of the causative mechanisms proposed for spontaneous regression of HCC is completely satisfactory, so further studies are necessary to improve understanding of this unusual biological event. Therefore, we stress the importance of accumulating all such cases in the literature, because the clarification of aetio-pathogenic mechanisms may lead to the development of new treatment strategies for HCC.